
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 

Young
naturalists 

▼ 

Study Questions 
to “7 Geological Wonders” 

Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May-June 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these— 

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits. 

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fy? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp. 
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did. 

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fshing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists. 

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun! 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html
www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists
www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


 
 

  

 

 

 

“7 Geological Wonders” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, May-June 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

1. Name four things that shape Minnesota’s landscape. 

2. True or false. The climate in what is now Minnesota has always 
been about what it is now. 

3. What does wind do to rock? 
a. It makes it more challenging. 
b. It turns it into sand and silt. 
c. It glues it together. 
d. It heats it. 

4. Put the following geological events affecting Minnesota into 
order, from oldest times to newest: 
Glaciers cover the land. 
Mountains and volcanoes arise. 
Seas cover the land. 
The land stretches and thins. 

5. What kind of mineral are the white stripes in the rocks at Jay 
Cooke State Park made from? 

6.True or false: Jay Cooke State Park was once covered by glaciers. 

7. Why does some rock at Blue Mounds State Park have ripples? 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

8. What gives some rocks at Blue Mounds State Park a pinkish 
color? 
a. heat and pressure 
b. iron 
c. glaciers 
d. wind and water 

9. Which of these is true of rhyolite? Circle all that are correct. 
a. It is found at Tettegouche State Park. 
b. It is one of the hardest rocks in Minnesota. 
c. It formed from liquid rock. 
d. It is reddish. 

10. True or false: the white specks in rhyolite are small bits of 
rock trapped in lava. 

11. How did Mystery Cave’s tunnels form? 
a. Tey were carved by glaciers 
b. Te rock dissolved in water 
c. Lava spewed out from beneath the Earth, leaving empty tunnels behind 
d. Gophers dug them. 

12. Where did the rocks and pebbles found at Glacial Lakes State 
Park come from, and how did they get there? 

13. Challenge question: Match the park with the feature the 
story says you can find there. 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 

1. How long ago did the first animals appear on Earth? 
a. Less than a billion years ago 
b. More than a billion years ago 
c. A billion years ago 

2. How did the place we now know as Minnesota move around 
Earth in the past? 



 

 

3. Mud is to shale as sand is to: 
Quartz 
Feldspar 
Graywacke 
All of the above. 

4. Why do some Blue Mounds State Park rocks have scratch 
marks? 

5. What three things turn sandstone into quartzite? 

Vocabulary 
cylindrical – shaped like a cylinder 
eons – a very long time 
molten – melted 
orientation – the way something is placed relative to other things 
outcrop – rock emerging from the ground 
sedimentary – composed of tiny particles that settled out from a liquid
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